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Gradin
g 

Period 

Unit Goals 

1 UNIT 1- The Reader/Writer’s Workshop: Finding Your Voice 
 

Essential Questions: 
● How can I read and write for authentic purposes and share my thinking with others? 
● How does sharing thinking help readers understand more?  
● How do authors support ideas and information with evidence in texts? 
● How might authors’ purpose for writing affect messages of texts?  

 
Student Learning Objectives 

● E4.5A I can describe personal connections to a variety of sources, including self-selected texts. 
● E4.5A I can write responses that demonstrate analysis of texts, including comparing texts within and across 

genres. 
● E4.5C I can use text evidence and original commentary to support an evaluative response. 
● E4. 8A I can analyze the author’s purpose, audience, and message within a text. 
● E4. 10A I can compose literary texts such as fiction and poetry using genre characteristics and craft. 
● How do writers incorporate phrases and clauses into their writing to enhance their sentence structure and   

meaning? 
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2  

UNIT 2- The Dangers of Ambition and Greed 
 

Essential Questions: 
● How do thematic concepts of greed and ambition function in literary texts and in today’s world? 
● How do authors compose literary texts? 
● What literary elements do authors incorporate to enhance meaning in their texts? 
● How do authors incorporate dramatic elements into plays? 
● How do writers and directors incorporate rhetorical elements to enhance their purpose? 
● How do writers incorporate phrases and clauses into their writing to enhance their sentence structure and 

meaning? 
 
Student Learning Objectives 

● I can make inferences and use evidence to support my understanding. (E4.4F) 
● I can analyze the text using text evidence and comparing sources across genres. (E4.5B-C) 
● I can evaluate how different literary elements shape the author's portrayal of the plot; and (E4.6C) 
● I can engage in meaningful and respectful discourse when evaluating the clarity and coherence of a speaker's 

message and critiquing the impact of a speaker's use of diction, syntax, and rhetorical strategies; 
● I can develop a written response by following the steps of the writing process: plan, develop, revise, edit, 

publish. (E4.9A-E) 
● I can compose literary analysis using genre characteristics and craft (E4.10E)  
● I can compose rhetorical analysis using genre characteristics and craft (E4.10F) 
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3 UNIT 3- The Complexity of Love and Family 
 

Essential Questions: 
 

● How does our family shape our identity? 
● How is love a complex nuance of the human experience? 
● How do readers evaluate author’s purpose, audience, and message within a text (informational)? 
● How does an author’s use of language inform and shape the perception of readers? 
● How does an author’s use of print and graphic features achieve a specific purpose? 
● How do students develop questions for formal and informal inquiry? 

 
 

Student Learning Objectives: 
● I can make inferences and use evidence to support my understanding. (E4.4F) 
● I can analyze the text using text evidence and comparing sources across genres. (E4.5B-C) 
● I can evaluate the use of text structure to achieve the author's purpose. (E4.8B) 
● I can compose informational text such as an explanatory essays, reports, resumes, and personal essays using 

genre characteristics and craft. (4.10B) 
● I can develop questions for formal and informal inquiry. (4.11A) 

 
 

4  UNIT 4: Learning to Fail and Succeed 
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Multi-Genre (Drama, Poetry, Non-fiction, Fiction, Literary Non-Fiction) 
 
Essential Questions: 

● How can we engage in meaningful and respectful discourse when evaluating the clarity and coherence of a 
speaker’s message and critiquing? 

● How can failure drive us to success? 
● How can success have multiple complex meanings? 
● How can authors establish a purpose for reading and self-selected texts? 
● How do characters behavior and underlying motivations contribute to moral dilemmas that influence the 

plot and theme? 
 

Student Learning Objectives 
 

● I can make inferences and use evidence to support my understanding. (E4.4F) 
● I can analyze the text using text evidence and comparing sources across genres. (E4.5B) 
● I can evaluate the use of text structure to achieve the author's purpose. (E4.8B) 

 
 

 
 

 
 


